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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, T E X A S - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _ _ . . . .

news release
CONGRESSMAN KIKA DE LA GARZA PRAISES PASSAGE OF AP PROPRIATIONS
BILL THAT WILL STAFF THE NEW PHARR INTERNATIONAL BRIDGE AND
INCREASE AGENTS ON THE BORDER

For Immediate Release: 28 June 1994

WASHINGTON -- South Texas Representative Kika de la Garza today announced that the House
passed HR 4603, the FY 95 Commerce/Justice/State Appropriations Bill. "Included therein is
language to provide funding for staffing of the Pharr International Bridge as well as for hundreds
of new border patrol agents," Rep. de la Garza said.
Specifically, the appropriations measure provides approximately $300 million over FY 94
enacted levels for the INS to hire 700 new border patrol agents and 110 new border patrol
support personnel; to allow for 250 border patrol agents to be "redirected" to line functions; to
hire 168 new airport inspectors; to hire 177 new personnel to improYe the adjudications and
naturalization process, for enhanced automation, communications and technical equipment for
improved border control; and for enhanced deportation and asylum processing.
"This bill will further pave the way for the Valley to become a gateway to international
trade," de la Garza said. "It allocates the kind of resources that haye long been needed on the
. border and that will certainly be in demand with the increased trade through NAFTA. It is good
news for the 15th District and the entire border area."
The legislation will now go to the Senate for consideration and action.
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